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Abstract
A Viability of silks for four genotypes of maize was estimated. Five dates of pollination (2, 4,
6,8,10 days) were used during fall 2010 and spring 2011 season respectively. The aim of this
research was determination the optimum date for crossing in term of best readiness of silks to
receive the pollen grains and attainment highest grain number. The results showed that the
optimum age of pollination for gaining highest number of grains 4-6 and 2-4 days of silking for fall
and spring seasons respectively. Number of grans was declined significantly by 24% and 12% for
both seasons consecutively when the pollination was delayed about the optimum ages. Also, the
results indicated that the ideal age of silks, which are in peak for receiving pollen grains, was earlier
for spring season by 2 days as compare with fall season. The main goal for the breeders when make
crossing is gaining highest number of grains with lower effort and that could be done by adherence
the optimum date and avoiding the delay.
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