
Iraqi Journal of Veterinary Sciences, Vol. 25, No. 2, 2011 (65-70) 
 

65 
 

Effect of omentum graft on esophageal anastomosis in dogs 
 

A. K. Mahdi 
 

Department of Surgery and Obstetrics, College of Veterinary Medicine. University of Baghdad, Baghdad, Iraq 
 

(Received September 29, 2009; Accepted June 30, 2010) 

 
Abstract 

 
This aim of this study was to evaluate the complications and final function outcome of wrapping nonvascularized omentum 

graft around the suture line of esophageal anastomosis. Twelve adult local breed dogs were used in this study. The animals 
were divided into two equal groups (control and treated), all animal induced into general anesthesia by injection of atropen 
sulphate in a dose 0.04 mg/kg B.W, intramuscularly then after 15 minute given mixture of ketamine hydrochloride and 
xylazine hydrochloride in doses 15 mg/kg and 5 mg/kg B.W intramuscularly respectively. An oblique resection of about 1cm 
of the esophageal length and anastomosis by double layer of simple interrupted pattern by 2.0 cat gut suture (control group), 
same procedure was done in treated group except the wrapping the anastomosis site with patch of omentum tissue after 
lapratomy operation in the left flank region procedure. The clinical signs of treated animal revealed signs of dysphagia and 
regurgitation in treated group while this signs disappear in the control group. Radiological and histopathological examination 
of the anastomosis site performed at 15 and 30 days post operation. Radiological study recorded high degree of stenosis in the 
anastomosis site in treated group at 15 and 30 days post operation in compared with animals in control group that record mean 
degree of stenosis in treated group at 15 day (57.61±0.2) and at 30 day (55.78±0.2) while it recorded in control group at 15 day 
(39.34±1.04) and at 30 day (36.0.6 ±0.9), histopathological results recorded enhanced healing of anastomosis site in treated 
animals more than control animals. In conclusion we found that non vascularized omental graft prevent leak when used around 
the anastomosis line in esophageal and enhanced healing of anastomosis line but it increase the stenosis, fibrosis and adhesion 
of anastomosis site with surrounding muscle and this interferes with the swallowing as well as dysphagia and regurgitation.  
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   تفمم المرئ في الكلابفيتأثير طعم الثرب 
  

 أريج كامل مھدي
  

  العراق، بغداد، جامعة بغداد، كلية الطب البيطري، فرع الجراحة والتوليد
  

  الخلاصة
  

كلبѧا بالغѧا مѧن  ١٢ تѧم اسѧتخدام .طعѧم الثѧرب حѧول تفمѧم المѧرئ ان الھدف من ھذه الدراسة ھو تقييم المضاعفات التي يحدثھا استخدام 
 خѧدرت الحيوانѧات .لالات المحلية، حيث قسمت ھذه الحيوانات الى مجموعتين متساويتين وھما مجموعة السيطرة ومجموعѧة المعاملѧةالس

كغم من وزن الجسم /مملغ ٥ دقيقة استخدم مزيج من الزايلزين ١٥كغم من وزن الجسم وبعد /م ملغ٠,٠٤اتروبين سلفيت بجرعة  باستخدام
سم من المرئ بشكل مائѧل وخѧيط  ١في مجموعة السيطرة تم استأصال  .من وزن الجسم كعلاج تمھيدي بالعضلةكغم /مملغ ١٥والكيتامين 

 امѧا فѧي مجموعѧة المعاملѧة فاتبعѧت نفѧس الخطѧوات كمѧا فѧي مجموعѧة ٢,٠بصفين من الخياطة البسيطة المتقطعة بخيوط كѧات كѧات حجѧم 
تمثلѧت العلامѧات الѧسريرية بعѧدم  .م أخѧذت مѧن الحيѧوان بعѧد عمليѧة فѧتح الѧبطنالسيطرة ماعدا استخدام قطعة من الثرب حول منطقѧة الѧتفم
 ١٥مجموعة السيطرة، اما الدراسة الشعاعية بعѧد مع مجموعة المعاملة مقارنة  القدرة على البلع وفي بعض الحالات ارجاعه في حيوانات

اما الدراسة النѧسجية المرضѧية فقѧد اظھѧرت  مع مجموعة السيطرة،اظھرت مجموعة المعاملة تضيقا واضحا مقارنة  بعد العملية  يوم٣٠و
منѧتظم الغيѧر  يومѧا مѧن العمليѧة تمثلѧت بالنѧسيج الليفѧي المنѧتظم مقارنѧة مѧع النѧسيج الليفѧي ١٥في مجموعة المعاملة بعѧد  التئام منطقة التفمم

طرة التѧي لѧم يكتمѧل طقة الѧتفمم مقارنѧة مѧع مجموعѧة الѧسي يوما فقد اظھرت مجموعة المعاملة التئام جيد لمن٣٠لمجموعة السيطرة اما بعد 
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لكن في نفѧس الوقѧت  يمنع النضح ويعمل على تسريع الألتئام تفمم المرئ ان لف طعم الثرب حول منطقة الدراسة، نستنتج من الالتئام فيھا
  .على البلع و ارجاع الطعام ى عدم القدرةمع العضلات المجاورة مما يؤدي ال يسبب تضيق منطقة التفمم اضافة الى زيادة التصاقھا

  

 
Introduction  
 

Esophagectomy is an approach to remove an entire 
section of the esophagus, it was performed for a wide 
spectrum of conditions but mostly for carcinoma (1). The 
goal of esophageal resection is to restore both swallowing 
and barrier to the gastro esophageal reflex with minimal 
mortality and morbidity (2,3). In esophageal surgery, there 
is higher risk of complications than in any other portion of 
alimentary tract (1,4). This is believed to be the result of its 
lacks of a serosa cover which helps to limit leakage by 
exuding fibrin,lacks an omentum to help localize and seal a 
leak (5), segmental blood supply, constant motion and poor 
suture holding as compared to other part of the (1,6). 
Different approaches used for the excision of esophageal 
cancer varying from transthoracic to transhiatal and in some 
cases only abdominal approach have been recommended, 
each approach has its pros and cons (7). The conventional 
method of birding anatomic defects of the upper digestive 
tract in the neck is by tissue transfer –either gastric or colon 
pull through, free jejunal graft, or full –thickness skin flap 
(8), pedicle diaphragm and omentum flap (9). Anastomosis 
leak was defined as extravasations of water soluble contras 
medium and/or clinical symptom of leakage. Anastomotic 
stricture was defined as an anastomotic narrowing that did 
not allow a standard fiber endoscope with a diameter of 
9mm to pass with out resistance, and this indication for 
dilatation (10).  

 Any studies showed the omentum has a rich vascular, 
lymphatic tissue and it enhances anastomotic healing when 
added as an adjuvant for reconstruction procedures (11), 
that its pedicle transposition for reinforcing the anastamotic 
line significantly reduce the leakage after esophagectomy 
for carcinoma of esophagus (12). Anastomosis can be 
handmade, stapled or semi mechanical. As the hand –sewn 
anastomosis, many technical details, e.g. running versus 
interrupted sutures, absorbable or non absorbable, one-or 
two-layer sutures, knots within or outside the lumen, have 
been debated (1). However a greater number of stapled 
anastomosis resulted in strictures and there were less 
dangerous of anastomosis site leakage and continues 
necrosis (13). The goal of this study was to evaluate the 
effect of wrapping nonvascularized omental graft in the 
healing of anastomosis site in oblique esophageal partial 
resection in dogs.  
 
Materials and methods 
 

Twelve adult dogs (2-4 years), local breed, apparently 
healthy weighting 15-20 kg were used in this study. 

Animals were divided randomly into two equal groups 
(control and treated). Prophylactic antibiotic penicillin – 
streptomycin in a dose 10,000 I.U and 20 mg/kg B.W 
intramuscularly, respectively was administered one hour 
before operation. Experimental animals were anesthetized 
by injection with atropine sulfate in a dose 0.04 mg/kg B.W 
as a premedication followed 15 minutes later by a mixture 
of ketamine hydrochloride in a dose 15 mg\kg B.W and 
xylazine hydrochloride in a dose 5 mg/kgB.W, 
intramuscularly. In animals of control group the surgical 
area of the ventral cervical region was prepared for aseptic 
surgery, the animal positioned on dorsal recumbency, 
ventral cervical midline incision through the skin and 
subcutaneous tissue. The sternohyoideus muscle were 
separated on their midline and retracted laterally for 
exposing the trachea, care must be take to avoid injury to 
the adjacent carotid sheath and left recurrent laryngeal 
nerve, curved artery forceps placed under the esophagus 
and stay sutures were placed proximally and distally to the 
site of cutting to facilitate the manipulation of the 
esophagus and prevent leakage of the intraluminal content, 
oblique incision is made in the middle third of esophagus 
by scalpel and about 1 cm of its length excised then 
anatomists with hand sewn suturing accomplished in two 
layer, the strongest layer in esophagus is the mucosa and 
sub mucosa are closed by placing simple interrupted suture 
by 2.0 chromic cat gut with the knot was tied inside the 
lumen, the second interrupted pattern placed in the 
muscular layer and adventitia the knot was tide on the outer 
aspect of the esophagus wall. In animals of treated group 
the same operation was made to expose the esophagus and 
excision part of it, then laporatomy was performed on the 
left flank region to obtain the patch of omentum tissue then 
fixed around the anatomises site by several stitches with 2.0 
chromic cat gut, then suturing the laporatomy incision by 
routine technique. Antibiotic injection as mentioned 
previously for four days and intravenous fluid therapy of 
dextrose 5% in a dose 20 ml /kg B.W was given for three 
days after operation then soft food (milk with water) was 
given for 5 days later and the animals reintroduce gradually 
to solid food. Segment of esophagus was taken after 
euthanasia the animal in the period 15 and 30 days after 
operation an esophagogram was taken by clamping one end 
of esophagus by artery forceps and filled with water soluble 
material (barium solphate solution) to evaluate the leak and 
the degree of stenosis at anastomosis site by using this 
formula {stenosis index %=100(1-2A/B+C)} A: diameter in 
centimeter at anastomosis site, B and C : diameter in 
centimeter at two centimeter proximal and distal the 
anastomotic site (14), next the esophagus opened 
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longitudinally and the biopsy taken from anastomosis site 
fixed in neutral buffer formalin solution 10% for 
histopatological study.  

 
Results 
 

Clinical signs of all experimental animals post operation 
period were recorded, and there was soft swelling in the 
neck at the site of operation, persisted for 2-3 days, then 
disappeared after retaining the animals to feeding on semi 
solid food. The animals of control group eat normally, but 
suffered from moderate sings of dysphagia and 
regurgitation that disappear after several days but this sign 
continued for long period in treated animals and the animal 
was able to eat the food but needed long time. After 
euthanizing the animals, to obtain the specimens, severe 
adhesions were seen between the anastomotic site and the 
muscle which surrounded it in treated animals less than 
seen in control group (Fig, 1 A and B).  

 

 
 
Fig. 1: Adhesion of the anastomosis site with its 
surrounding tissue after filling with barium sulphate on two 
animals in treated group after 15 days (A) and 30 days (B) 
post operation.  

Radiographic examination of the two groups revealed 
the presence of difference in the degree of stenosis at 
anastomosis site 15 and 30 days after the operation (Fig. 2 
A and B) and (Fig. 3). 

  

 
 
Fig. 2: Radiography of the anastomosis site after 15 days 
(A) and 30 days (B) in two animals of the control group. 
 

 
 
Fig. 3: Radiography of the anastomosis site after 30 days in 
one animal of the treated group. 

 
Statistical analysis revealed low degree of stenosis in 

the control group (36.06±0.9) after 30 days and high degree 
of stenosis after 15 days in the treated group (57.61±0.2) 
(Table 1).  
 
 

B 

A  

A 
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Table 1: mean degree of stenosis at the anastomosis site in 
the two groups. 
 

Mean degree of 
stenosis 

at 30 day 

Mean degree of 
stenosis 
at 15 day 

Group 
 

36.06±0.9 39.34±1.04 control group 
55.78±0.2 57.61±0.2 treated group 

 
Histopathological examination on postoperative day 15 

in the control group showed fibrous connective tissue 
infiltrated by inflammatory cells (Fig. 4) with moderate 
thickness of epithelial layer covering the irregular direction 
fibrous connective tissue. On postoperative day 30 there 
was proliferation of stratified squamous epithelial layer 
which extended as papillary projection into sub epithelial 
layer with more thickness comparative to that seen on day 
15 covering the fibrous connective tissue (Fig. 5). 
Hyperplasia of mucus gland surrounded by fibrous 
connective tissue were also seen, and in the area incomplete 
stratified epithelial layer.  

On postoperative day 15 in the treated group, the 
histopathological section showed formation of fibrous 
connective tissue in the adipose tissue of omentum and 
infiltrated by inflammatory cells (Fig.  6). The suture 
material was surrounded by fibrous connective tissue and 
proliferation of the epithelial layer with regular mature 
fibrous connective tissue, this layer was thicker that seen in 
the control group on this day. 

On day 30, there was severe fibrous connective tissue 
surrounded the suture material (Fig. 7). Mature regular 
fibrous connective tissue was infiltrated by inflammatory 
cells and complete thickness of epithelial layer.  

 

 
 

Fig. 4: Histopathologic section in the esophagus of control 
group on day 15 after the operation showing irregular 
direction of fibrous connective tissue (→) with 
inflammatory cells infiltration. (H&E). 40×. 
 

 
 
Fig. 5: Histopathological section in the esophagus of 
control group on day 30 after operation showing 
proliferation of stratified squamous epithelium layer which 
extend as papillary projection (→) in sub epithelium layer. 
(H&E). 40×. 
 

 
 

Fig. 6: Histopathological section in the esophagus of treated 
group on day 15 after the operation showing formation of 
fibrous connective tissue (→) in adipose tissue of omentum 
which was infiltrated by inflammatory cells. (H&E). 40×. 
 

 
 
Fig. 7: Histopathological section in the esophagus of treated 
group on day 30 after the operation showed fibrous 
connective tissue (→) surrounding the suture material 
(H&E). 40×. 
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 Discussion 
 

Leakage one of serious complication seen in surgery of 
esophagus (7), for these reason some surgeon decided to 
use the pedicle omentum transposition for reinforcing the 
anastomotic suture line to reduce significantly the incidence 
of leak after esophagectomy and to decrease the morbidity 
and mortality of the procedure (12). Well vascularized flap 
of omentum provides of oxygen and nutrient for improve 
healing, moreover, the omentum delivers vascular 
endothelial growth factor and potent angiogenic growth 
factor(15), this substance gives ability to accelerate 
aneovascularization cross anastomosis line (16). from 
observation of experimental animals in post operation 
period for 30 days, all animal did not exhibit any signs of 
anastomosis leak and when euthanized the animals to take 
the specimen it showed that’s all anastomotic site was 
normally healed with out any dehiscence and this exactly 
appear radiographically in this study that’s no any leak of 
contrast media with present of stricture in the two groups 
was observed but it differ in its degree, this agree with 
previous study reported that in hand - sewn anastomosis 
there is a higher tendency for stricture formation after two-
layer anastomosis than after single –layer anastomosis and 
disagree with (9) that refer not happen stricture in his study 
when used omentoplasty with diaphragmatic muscle in 
esophageal reconsrraction, in addition to that the adhesion 
which appeared in two groups of this study disagree with 
(17) who showed no any adhesion or stenosis at the site of 
anastomosis that used omental pedicle but it record increase 
in the thickness of esophagus at the anastomosis site and it 
related with the presence of omental pedicle, and the 
present study also disagree with other study (18) said 
stenosis of esophagus not appear at less than 30 day, and 
agree with (19) that demonstrated one layer suturing in 
esophageal anastomosis in the neck must be considered 
superior to the two layer procedure because of the lower 
incidence of non malignant stricture formation.  

The clinical sings of the treated animal recorded the 
present of dysphagia and regurgitation when in feeding 
solid food and need long time for eating and with the time 
the severity of the signs was decreased. When compared 
with control animals, that suffering from moderate signs of 
dysphagia and regurgitation that will disappear after several 
days and this appeared radiographically by higher degree of 
stenosis in treated group at 15 and 30 days post operation 
when compared with control group at the same period. This 
may be related with the role of omentum that’s enhance 
fibrosis and adhesion of anastomosis site with the 
surrounding muscle and this may be interfere with the 
freely movement of esophagus throw swallowing of food 
and lead to dysphagia and regurgitation, this agree with 
other study demonstrated that omentum contain in its 
histological structure fibroblast, fibrous cells and fibroblast 

growth factor that enhance fibrosis and formation of fibrous 
connective tissue to the site it move to it (20). Also this 
study agree with the histopathological result showed 
formation of fibrous connective tissue in adipose tissue of 
omentum which infiltrated by inflammatory cells at 15 days 
post operation in treated group. The role of omentum is in 
believed enhances esophageal anastomosis healing from its 
ability to produce fibroblast growth factor. This compared 
with the histopathological result by the formation of mature 
regular fibrous tissue in treated group at 15 day while in 
control group the fibrous connective tissue is irregular, this 
factor may enhance fibrosis and adhesion at the site of 
anastomosis and later lead to increase of stenosis and this 
compared with the radiolographical results referred that’s 
mean degree of stenosis in treated group at 15 and 30 day 
post operation is higher than control group at the same 
period.  

The conclusion of this study revealed that non 
vascularized omental graft prevent leak when use around 
the anastomosis line in esophageal resection and at the 
same time enhanced healing of anastomosis line but it 
increase the stenosis at anstomosis site and increase the 
fibrosis and adhesion of anastomosis site with surrounding 
muscle and so interfere with the swallowing of patient by 
dysphagia and regurgitation.  

 
References 
 
1. Lerut T, Coosemans W, Decker G, Deleyn P, Nafteux P, 

Vanraemdonck DV. Anastomotic complications after esophagectomy. 
Dig Surg.2002;19:92-98.  

2. Young MM, Deschamps C, Allen MS, Miller DL, Transtek VF, 
Schleck CD, Airolero PC. Esophageal reconstruction for benign 
disease: self–assessment for functional outcome and quality of life. 
Anna Thora Surg.2000a;70:1799-1802.  

3. Young MM, Deschamp SC, Transtek VF, Allen MS, Miller DL, 
Schleck CD, Pairolero PC. Esophageal reconstruction for benign 
disease: Early morbidity, mortality and functional results. Anna Thora 
Surg.2000b;70:1651-1655.  

4. Finley RJ, Inculet RI. The results of esophagogastectomy without 
thoracotomy for adenocarcinoma of the esophagogastric junction. Ann 
Surg.1989;210:535-543.  

5. Pavletic MM. Reconstructive esophageal surgery in the dog. Literature 
review and case report.J Am Anim Hosp Assoc.1981;17:435.  

6. Ranen E, Shamir R, Johnston DF. Partial esophagectomy with single 
layer closure for treatment of esophageal sarcoma in 6 dogs. Vet Surg. 
2004;33:428-434.  

7. Binay Th, Shan ZC, Bo TZ. Omentoplasty versus no omentoplasty for 
esophagogastrostomy after surgery for cancer of cardia and esophagus. 
Indjcancer.2004;41(4):167-169.  

8. Kim SH, Miller DJ, Young JE, Bennet WF, Urschel JD.Anesthesia 
leaks after esophagectomy for esophageal cancer comparison of 
thoracic and cervical anastomosis. Ann Thora Sardiovasc Surg. 
2001;7:175-178.  

9. Lee HB, Alam MR, Kim NS.Reconstruction of esophagus using 
pedicle diaphragm and omentum flaps in dogs: a case report. Vet Med. 
2008;53(4):224-228.  

10. Walther B, Johansson J, Holstein ChS, Zilling T. Cervical or thoracic 
anastomosis after esophageal resection and gastric tube reconstruction: 
Aprospective randomized trial comparing sutured neck anastomosis 



Iraqi Journal of Veterinary Sciences, Vol. 25, No. 2, 2011 (65-70) 
 

70 
 

with stapled intrathoracic anastomosis. Ann Surg.2003;238(6):803-
814..  

11. Hayari L, Hershko DD, Shoshani H, Maor R, Mordecovich D, 
Shoshani G. Omentopexy improves vascularization and decreases 
stricture formation of esophageal anastomoses in a dogs model. J 
Pedia Surg.2004;39:540-544.  

12. Bhat MA, Dar MA, Lone GN, Dar AM. Use of pedicle omentum in 
esophagogastric anastomosis for prevention of anastomotic leak. Ann 
Thora Surg.2006;82(5):1857-1862.  

13. Jo WM, Shin JS, Lee IS. Mid-term outcomes of side –to- side stapled 
anastomosis in cervical esophagogastrotomy. J Korean Med Sic.2006; 
21:1033-1036.  

14. Athar MT, Chaudhry NL, Shako RK, Khan MA. Studies on end to end 
colonic anastomosis in the dog: A compassion of technique. Acta Vet 
Hung.1996;44:349- 354.  

15. Zhang QX, Magovern CJ, Mack CA, Budenbender KT, Ko W, 
Resengart TK. Vascular endothelial growth factor is the major 

angiogenic factor in omentum:Mechanism of omentum –mediated 
angiogenesis. J Surg Res.1997;67:147-154.  

16. Morgan E, Lima O, Goldberg M, Ferdman A, Luk S, Cooper J. 
Successful revascularization of totally ischemic bronchial autografts 
with omental pedicle flap in dogs. J Thora Cardiovasc Surg. 
1982;84:204-210. 

17. Younis BY. Esophageal anastomosis comparative study with or 
without use omtal pedicle in dog. [master's thesis]. College of vet 
Med, Univ of Baghdad.2002.  

18. Little AG, Naunheim KS, Ferguson MK, Skinner DB. Surgical 
management esophageal stricture. Ann Thora Surg.1988;45:144.  

19. Zieren HU, Muller JM, Pichlmaier H. Prospective randomized study 
of one or two - layer anastomosis following esophageal resection and 
cervical esophaogastrotomy. Br J Surg.1993;80:608-611.  

20. Hosgood G. The omentum the forgotten organ, physiology and 
potential surgical application in dog and cat. Comp Cont Ed 
Pract.1990;12:45-51.

  
 


