T AL-
o Rarrg,

Journal of

TANMIYAT AL-

RAFIDAIN

(TANRA)
A scientific, quarterly, international,
open access, and peer-reviewed journal

Vol. 42, No. 139
Sep. 2023

© University of Mosul |
College of Administration and
Economics, Mosul, Irag.

[oMom

TANRA retain the copyright of
published articles, which is released
under a “Creative Commons
Attribution License for CC-BY-4.0”
enabling  the  unrestricted  use,
distribution, and reproduction of an
article in any medium, provided that
the original work is properly cited.

Citation: Hussein, Ali 1.,
Mahmood, Saddam M. (2023).
“The effect of psychological
capital on the ethics of
accountants and auditors and its
reflection on the internal control
effectiveness: Exploratory
study”.

TANMIYAT AL-RAFIDAIN,
42 (139), 191-219,
https://doi.org/10.33899/tanra.20
23.180485

P-1SSN: 1609-591X

e-1SSN: 2664-276X
tanmiyat.mosuljournals.com

Research Paper

The Effect of Psychological Capital on the Ethics of
Accountants and Auditors and Its Reflection on the Internal
Control Effectiveness: Exploratory Study

Ali I. Hussein!, Saddam M. Mahmood?
(1&2)College of Administration and Economics - Tikrit University - Iraq

Corresponding author: Ali Ibrahim Hussein, College of Administration
and Economics - Tikrit University - Iraq

ali544@tu.edu.iq

DOI: https://doi.org/10.33899/tanra.2023.180485

Article History: Received:10/2/2023; Revised:1/4/2023; Accepted:8/5/2023;
Published: 1/9/2023.

Abstract

The research aims to demonstrate the impact of the positive behavior
generated by psychological capital in strengthening the work ethics of
accountants and auditors in the colleges of Tikrit University and its
reflection on the effectiveness of internal control. Psychological capital
has been defined according to its four dimensions self-efficacy
(confidence), hope, optimism, and restoring balance (flexibility). While
work ethics for accountants and auditors were represented by honesty,
objectivity, efficiency, confidentiality, professional behavior, and technical
standards. The effectiveness of internal control was represented by the
components specified by the (COSO) committee. Which are the control
environment, control activities or procedures, risk assessment, information
and communication, and monitoring. The field of research was represented
by the divisions and departments of auditing and accounting. In the 23
colleges of Tikrit University (22 colleges and 1 university presidency). The
community included accountants and auditors working in all those
departments, while the research sample amounted to 63 individuals, and
the research concluded that there is a positive relationship among the
three research variables and that the positive impact of psychological
capital on the effectiveness of internal control increases when mediating
the work ethics of accountants and auditors.
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