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Britain was the real supporter of the liberation of Libya from the Italian
occupation, and the main supporter of the Libyan economy after independence by
helping it close its budget deficit. In return, Britain benefited from Libya's
strategic position to preserve its interests in the region. When Libya became
independent, Britain focused its efforts to regulate the relationship between the
two parties and asked Libya to conclude a temporary military agreement that
would allow British forces in the states of Cyrenaica and Tripoli to continue to
stay on Libyan territory within their bases, and that temporary agreement was
renewed annually until it was replaced by the Treaty of Alliance and Friendship
between the two parties on 29 July 1953 AD. Egypt launched a severe media
campaign against the treaty, which provoked opposition elements inside Libya, as
the city of Tripoli witnessed demonstrations against the signing of the treaty and
the police intervened to suppress it.

The Libyan government was insisting on maintaining its good relations with
Britain and avoiding problems with it. However, the outbreak of the Suez Crisis
exposed the Libyan-British relations to a crisis that the Libyan government wished
to avoid. The Libyan Cabinet decided to support the nationalization of the Suez
Canal and the curtailment of the British forces present in the military bases in
Libya to prevent their participation in any military action against Egypt, and these
attitudes negatively affected the Libyan-British relations. However, in 1958 AD,
the Middle East region witnessed dangerous political developments that prompted
Britain to re-establish its strong adherence to its military presence in Libya, and
Libya subsequently became very important for Britain, especially after the
discovery of oil in it, which does not need to cross the Suez Canal until it reaches
Europe.
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