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Judicial Procedures in Ancient Egypt

Wasnaa Hasoun Younis Al-Aghaa *
Abstract

The existence of law in life is essential to establish the rights
among antagonists and to hold offenders accountable. So, it is
unimaginable that there are ancient and long-established
civilizations without law or legislation that establish the rights and
duties. The same is true to the civilization of ancient Egypt which
cared about substantiating the rights and solving disputes through
self-established judiciary system based on the concept of right and
justice which ancient Egyptians had embodied it in the form of deity
(Ma‘at).

The king (pharaoh) was considered as an embodied deity on earth
and a just judge, according to their belief, that’s why he was deemed
as a main source of enacting laws and legislation that judges had
been following in ancient Egypt. Even though, the king (pharaoh)
personally hadn't practised as a judge, but he entrusted this task to
the minister (judge) to act on behalf of him, who, in turn, selects
judges to be distributed over the regions. Despite his power in

* Asst. Porf. / College of Archeology/University of Mosul.
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judiciary, the minister (judge) had to go back to the king (pharaoh)
to decide on some provisions .

Keywords: The law , Courts, Criminal, Civil, Courts of the
dead, Kings legislation, Judgment, Judicial .
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