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Development of the form and meaning relationship in

Architecture
Akram Al-AKkAM Ayad Ahmed ELHyti
Dept. of Arch. Dept. of Arch.
Univ. of Technology Univ. of Technology
Baghdad Baghdad

Abstract :

Many architectural literatures and studies emphasized on the relationship between
Form and meaning. That relationship varied through historical periods as a result of the nature
of thinking changes reflecting specifically on that relationship.

The research aims to verify the nature of relationship between form and meaning
through historical and philosophical approaches in architecture.The research hypothesized
variation of structural principles of that relationship

To achieve the research’s aim, It was subdivided into three parts. The first, historical
dealt with a greek, gothic, romanesque, renaissance, and Baroque architecture, While the
second part displayed the modemn and contemporary architecture (post-modernsim and
deconstractivism). And the third part explained the phenomenology, structuralism, and post
structuralism philosophy.

The results demonstrated, (.1) the variation of meaning sources on historical approach
(.2) the variation of meaning generation methods, types, sources, changing mechanism,
formal sources and its, characteristics, changing mechanism in modem and contemporary
architecture approach, (.3) the variation of meaning contributing with subject and object
issue, method of meaning creation, possibility of meaning determination and perception in
contemporary philosophical approach.

The study concluded, (.1) that the relationship between form and meaning influenced
by place and forth dimensions as well as by philosophical point of view,(.2) the active
elements influencing that relationship are varied.,(.3) that relationship trends to release from
objective issue toward subjective once extremely.

To sum up this investigation, the form and meaning relationship is a dynamic one
through it’s structural principles and the nature of interpretation.
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