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Plurality of Meaning in Contemporary Architecture

Dro Moamel Alaa Aldeen AL― Susan Ayad AL- nassiry
Kafagi Assistant lecturer

Professor
Abstract:

- tt,, evident that communication with the receiver is being the most important issue in

architectuml, theoretical and practical domains. containing a duality that is difficult to conciliate,

which is belonging to the characteristic identity and specific condition, at the same tim€, the ambition

to make it underitaidable globally, fiom all the cultural plurality. Thus the research handle the plurality

of meaning, as a kind ofsubject has a much interest, and attempts to attain, in most ofcontemporary

works. Which tend to make communication, through explessive architecture, with plural meanings.

ThegeneralframeoftheresearchlelateswiththePlumlismconcept,whichrisein
architectural tho"ughs, it almost being the spirit ofoul era. It has been discussed as a reaction against

the problems of modem movement's Moniim. Thus Pluralism demonstrates in every architectural

theoretical and practical aspect, these aspects seemed to be multiple, and interelation with other

.on""ptr, ,"pr.rrnting the iesearch's general problem so a definition identiling Pluralism' from the

philosophical concepts corespond and interelation to it, is required'

The muliipte aspects of the concept demand a concenn-ation on one ofthem, choosing

plurality of meanlng. wtrictr has a different approaches to deal with, representing the research's

specific problem. To clarif the concept in a definite way, the research concentrates on one ofthe two

aspects ,;syntactic or single form". Choosing the semantic aspect ofthe form and its ability to create a

plurality of meanings by the three contemporary movements: L ate Modemism, Post Modemism, and

Deconstruction.
The second chapter aimed to search in the previous architectural studies, for the

characteristic treatment in each movement to the semantic aspect of form to make plurality meanings.

These studies had a dissent about some concepts, concentrating on one ofthem ralhel then the oth€rs.

These lacks of knowledge about difference between the thlee movement's procedures ofmaking

plurality ofmeanings regarded the research problem and its aim to clarity this difference.

Solving this problem required theoretical framework that explaining the procedures, in

chapters, three and four. The third chapter discusses the knowledge related to the plurality ofmeaning

o"iending on perception field, and the receiver's interpretation, toexploit in formulating levels of
perceivini the se-antic of architectural form. These levels represent colrelation systems, which the

,ecei.,"r cun rely on, to approach the meaning. which formulated by the research to: structural

corelation system, association correlation system and logical correlation system. Plurality ofmeaning

based on the presence of logical correlation syst€m and in manipulating the other correlation systems.

This previous knowledge enables to formulate the theoretical framework, into three issues:

correlation. inciusion and transformation, and to define relations between them, considering that

inclusion attain by transformation, and by the differences in oI flom correlation systems. Wlereas

transformation is the result of displacement liom the two conelation systems: structural and

associational, and because ofthe logical correlation system presence'

To explain difference, it requires application ofthe distinctive \ryorks, to each movement, in

the theoretical frame*ork. Thus the samples selected according to factors like being famous in their

plurality of meaning, their numerousness descriptions and interpletations and being characterized to its

movement. (Fifth chaPter).
The final conclusions introduced in three aspects; the first one includes the general

conclusions about pluralism concept, and plurality of meanings in general. While second aspect,

discusses the theoretical llamework. The third aspect introduces the theoretical framework's

application results, for the six projects. which clarifo difference between the thlee movements, in

"on".ntruting 
on kinds ofcon"lation system liom the others, and on the kind ofdifference in or from

th" 
"o.relati"on 

system to make inclusion, and the concentration inkind ofhansformation, explicit or

implicit.' .lh. 
results ofapplications clarif the participation ofall the three movements, in employing

logical correlation system, relate to the specific circumstance ofthe ploject. By analyzing and.in fe-ning

thi conaotation underlying the speciltc condition, and revealing structural and associational implicate

conelation, making inciusive and changeable meaning in the project, and consequently multiple'
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