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Rhythm in the Cubic Architectural System

Asma Hasan Taha Al- Dabbagh
Lect. Assist. / Dept. of Architecture
College of Eng. / Univ. of Mosul

Abstract

Recent architectural literature dealt with Cubism as a movement of art and
Architecture directly or through a specified phenomenon which relates the two
indirectly. This research deals with the System in Cubism according to the
Structuralist Methodology which concentrates on three characteristics: Totality,
Transformations and Self-control. At its first stage this research attempts to clarify
these three characteristics concentrating on the architectural field. It extracted the
formal tools used to reinforce the system in the architectural product, too.

Rhythm emerged amongst these tools, thythm as a major tool was defined, its
importance was pointed out and its types were demonstrated. At its second stage, the
research tried to explore the nature of thythm in the Twenties Revivalism Approach.
The results showed that architects use the layered thythm in facades through the use
of multi planes which include grids, walls and elements interfering with each other to
achieve the totality of the facades , thus reinforcing its cubic system.

The conclusions confirm that Twenties Revivalism Approach in architecture
had been affected by Cubism as a movement of art and supporting the context of some
parts of literature.
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