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Abstract. The study has been done in the Fish Laboratory of the Dep. of Animal Production / Faculty of 

Agriculture / Tikrit University to exhibit the effect of using prepared fish residue powder enrichment by lactic 

and formic 1%,2% on coefficient of digestion and rates of growth Cyprinus carpio L.This has been given for 

eighty fish, while the fish has been put in sixteen glass pools each one has five fish. Also, the initial weight had 

been a 270±1.85g/fish. In general, fish had been fed for two times a day. In this feed which has been prepared 

from chemical elements for feeding common carpio The T2 and T3 groups had recorded the highest digested 

coefficient of protein which reached about 83.36±0.58 and 80.33±0.47 respectively, while the digested 

coefficient of carbohydrate had recorded around 78.59±0.95 and 76.86±0.53 respectively. The indigested 

coefficient of ash was written down by about 89.14±1.28 and 87.76±0.39 respectively, so these results of T2, T3 

are more significant effect than others. Moreover, all experimental groups in the digested fat coefficient were a 

significant higher compared of the T1 control treatment 79.46±0.99 .The T3 and T5 had recorded the highest 

rate of weight by around 109.56g and 105.47g respectively, while the T3 group appeared the highest rates of 

daily growth of 2.17 g/day, relative growth 42.03, and qualitative growth of 0.29 g/day at P≤0.05 level 

compared of others. The current study shows that the abilities of adding lactic and formic acid by about 1%, 2% 

respectively into feeding fish has had a critical positive effect on coefficient of digestion and without any side 

effects by using as a source of animal protein into feed common carp fish. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Quantity of given meal, the nourish system, elements that used to prepare Period. provender's and starvation. In 

addition, the environmental factors, such as temperature, daily period, and addition of marketing feed, have an impact 

on improving the fish growth, including these chemical products (hormones and antibiotics) [1].The starting addition of 

organic acids such as lactic acid and formic to fish residues and the production of organic acid-preserved silage began 

taking into account the low pH in 1930 [2]. The use of organic acids as additives in fish food has become an important 

issue in aquaculture where it can Increase the weight, feed conversion and survival rates [3]. [4] showed that these acids 

are constitute of organic acids and salts, which have a huge attention because they represent a promising addition to the 

food of aquatic organisms and other animals to improve their performance. These acids may have different 

mechanisms: intake food and its effect on the digestive system of animals and finally effect on metabolism. Several 

studies have been conducted to use organic acids in aquaculture such as formic, acetic, propionic, lactic and citric by 

adding them to the feed of many different types of fish such as iris trout, Atlantic salmon, tilapia, carp and shrimp. The 

first studies h shown that organic acids have ability to have apositive effect on animal performance when added to diets 

published more than 30 years ago [5]. 

Many organic acids are used as feed additives to enrich feed value, reduce disease incidence and change the 

intestinal microbial availability of aquatic organisms [6,7].   
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The current study was designed to prepare powders from fish residues and enriched them with acids 1% and 2% and 

added them in a feed Cyprinus carpio L. to improve the properties of digestion coefficient and rates of growth. 

II. MATERIAL AND METHODS 

The powders were prepared by cutting of fish residues and mixing with  (1 , 2) % of lactic and formic acids then it 

left in incubator for 24 hours Then it ensure proper decomposition . Then it dried in the electric oven at a temperature 

of 60° C until Obtaining the powder, Then it the feed was prepared after processing the raw materials (wheat, barley, 

yellow corn, bran, vitamins and minerals). The study had been done in the fish laboratory of the Dep. of Animal 

Production in the Faculty of Agriculture University Tikrit for 6 weeks where used 16 basins Glass dimensions 

(40×60×40) cm7 with ventilation system and filtration through electric air pumps (Rselectrical), and covered by metal 

mish  to prevent fish jumping. The experiment fish put 80 common carp.  

Eighty experimental fish of common carp  Cyprinus carpio L. were randomly distributed five fish per pool eight of 

270±1.85 g/fish. The fish records, such as genetic, nutrition, have known that the fish took from known hatchery fish in 

the Aweinat area of Salah Addine. The fish transported in cork containers and sterilized using a 3% saline solution for 

five minutes to ensure rid of pathogens and left four days for preparing before beginning the experiment. The fish was 

starved for three days to start experimenting.  

 Digestibility and Feeding Experiment 

The fish was fed by the feed factories of Erbil province and its chemical composition as described in (table 1), 

according to [8]. Use Cr2O3 green chromium oxide at 1% of the weight of dry feed as a marker to test the digestion 

coefficient, feed provided to fish by re-grinding the feed with the addition of chromium oxide by 1% of the weight of 

the mixture, then add water by (35-40)% of the mixture weight and re-form the finger shape by using an electric meat 

grinder and leaved to dry .                                                                                              

TABLE 1.  Percentage of using materials in fish feeding. 

substance % substance 

Yellow corn 30 

wheat 30 

barley 20 

Protein concentration 10 

bran 9 

Vitamins and minerals 1 

 Measuring Digestion of Coefficient 

The fish was daily fed by using the feeding that had prepared till the end of the study. The time feed adding was in 

the early morning and left it for an hour in order to give fish enough time to eat as much as they can. Next step was to 

remove the rest of uneaten feeding in the pool by using the mothed siphon, and it was repeated two times. After 

collecting the amount of rest of uneaten feeding was dried very well in order to account the digestion of coefficient by 

using format that was mentioned in [10]. 

Y = 0.2089 X + 0.0032 

Y=   Absorption along the wave length (450nm). 

X=  Chromium oxide concentration mg/100 ml 

Protein digestion coefficient % 

= 100 –                 

               
 *                   

                 
) * 100 

= 100 –                 

               
 *               

              
) * 100 

= 100 –                 

               
 *                         

                       
) * 100 
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= 100 –                 

               
 *               

              
) * 100   [11]. 

 Growth Measurements 

-Total weight gain 

Weight gain rates were calculated by the following law: 

Weight gain (g) = final weight (g) - primary weight (g). 

-Daily rate of growth  

According to the daily growth rate according to the following equation: 

Daily growth rate g/day = weight gain (g) / duration of increase (day)  [12] 

-Qualitative growth rate 

Estimate the qualitative growth rate according to the following equation: 

Qualitative growth rate (%) G/Day = Logarithm Final Weight - Logarithm Primary Weight/ Trial Duration × 100  
[13] 

-Relative growth rate 

According to the rate of dietary conversion according to the following equation: 

Relative growth rate% = final weight (g) - primary weight (g) / primary weight (g) ×100        [14] 

-Efficient food conversion 

The efficiency of food conversion was estimated according to the following equation: 

Food conversion efficiency% = wet weight gain for fish (g) / feed weight provided (g) ×100        [14] 

 

 Statistical Analysis  

[15] Used data analysis to study the impact of different transactions on traits studied on a complete random design 

(CRD), and compared the moral differences between duncan test averages [16] multiple range test at a probability level 

(P≤0.05). 

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Table 2 represents the digestion coefficient of the control group and the experimental group containing fish waste 

powder with lactic acid and formic 1% , 2%. The results of  T1 and T2 groups show significant increased at level  

(P≤0.05) in the value of protein digestion, fat, carbohydrates and ash compared to the control group, where protein 

digestion did not exceed 60.76±0.80% and fat digestion coefficient 79.46±0.80%, this may be due to the fact that added 

organic acids have increased the activity of the pepsin enzyme as well as an increase in nitrogen deposition in the body 

and an increase in the digestibility of nutrients and the absorption of minerals and thus increased utilization of them 

[17]. 

Which lead to increases level of protein digestion and all supplements of digestion of the provender, these results 

are agreed with the findings [18], which indicated that the addition of some vital supplements in feed of the carp fish 

has improved growth standards by improving digestion coefficients, [19] found increased ability  in digestion of dry 

matter, fat, copper, zinc, calcium and phosphorus in hamours that fed a diet containing 1% lactic acid compared with 

control group. the results of current study are agreed with the findings [20],when used fish and chicken powders and 
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enriched with lactic and hydrochloric acid in common carp fish where digestion rates in experimental feed increased 

when compared with control group. 

TABLE 2.  Digestion coefficient for experimental provender. 

Coefficient of 

Digestion ash 

Coefficient of 

Digestion 

carbohydrate 

Coefficient of 

Digestion lipids 

Coefficient of 

Digestion protein 
Coefficients 

61.92±0.74 

c 

38.99±0.87 

c 

79.49±0.99 

b 

60.76±0.86 

c 

Marketing 

Provender 

T1 

89.14±1.28 

a 

78.59±0.95 

a 

89.56±1.23 

a 

83.36±0.58 

a 

feed with fish powder and 

1% lactic acid 

T2 

87.76±0.39 

a 

76.86±0.53 

a 

88.80±0.70 

a 

80.33±0.47 

a 

feed with fish powder and 

2% lactic acid 

T3 

74.71±0.60 

b 

9.06±0.83 

b 

90.41±1.20 

a 

71.9±0.54 

b 

feed with fish powder and 

1% formic acid 

T4 

74.50±0.48 

b 

49.17±0.62 

b 

93.51±0.75 

a 

73.89±0.82 

b 

feed  with fish powder and 

2% formic acid 

T5 

Table 3 shows the performance indicators of the growth of common carp fish fed on provender enriched by lactic 

and formic acid, which shows a significant at level (P≤0.05) were observed among all groups, T3 revealed high 

significant than other groups  in body weight, rate of daily growth, relative, qualitative growth, and nutritional 

conversion efficiency of (389.78±1.033 G - 109.56±1.01 g - 2.17±0.16 g/day - 42.03±0.37% - 0.29±0.03 g/day - 

59.63±0.79%) Respectively. The results under study agreed with [21] in effect of certain organic acids and organic salt 

mixtures in indigo tilapia food such as organic acids (malic acid and oxalic acid) combination with two organic acid 

salts (calcium lactate and sodium filaments) to increased body weight, length, weight gain and growth rate of nile 

tilapia compared with control group, and agreed with [22]. Study When used a combination of formic acid, propionic 

acid and calcium propionate for 60 days, where growth and weight gain rates increased, the total number of red blood 

cells, hemoglobin content, platelet count and total leukocytes increased significantly compared with control group.[23] 

also revealed the production of indigo tilapia, striped mullet and African catfish when breeding in earthen ponds for 28 

weeks increased food consumption, growth and profit of these basins increased at the end experiment period when it 

used a multi-acid combination such as  formic acid, lactic acid and citric acid when compared to control group that 

received an acid-free diet. 

TABLE 3. Some of the growth characteristics of common carp fed on experimental provender. 

Efficiency 

Food 

conversion 

Qualitative 

growth rate 

Relative 

growth rate 

Daily growth 

rate 

Increased 

weight 
Final weight 

Initial 

weight 
Groups 

20.17±1.03c 0.11±0.03b 19.93±07c 0.9±0.0 c 70.52±1.19c 305.04±0.78c 361.82±2.18b 

Marketing 

Provender 

T1 

35.52±0.99b 0.17±0.01b 28.29±0.45b 1.60±0.11c 82.75±0.17b 355.16±0.93b 297.61±1.19b 

feed with fish powder 

and 1% lactic acid 

T2 

59.63±0.79a 0.29±0.03a 
42.03±0.37 

a 
2.17±0.16a 109.56±1.01a 389.78±1.03a 286.52±1.80b 

feed with fish powder 

and 2% lactic acid 

T3 

31.75±1.10b 0.14±0.06b 27.76±1.05b 1.03±0.08c 81.21±2.06b 330.74±1.08b 276.45±1.41c 

feed with fish powder 

and 1% formic acid 

T4 

33.14±1.05b 
0.12±0.03 

b 

27.62±1.11 

b 
1.56±0.10b 81.45±2.17b 331.93±1.12b 275.32±1.09c 

feed  with fish powder 

and 2% formic acid 

T5 



Al-Qadisiyah Journal For Agriculture Sciences (QJAS)  

ISSN : 2618-1479  Vol.11, Issue. 2 ,(2021), pp.12-16.  

https://jouagr.qu.edu.iq/ 

Page  16 | University of Al-Qadisiyah , College of Agriculture 

DOI: 10.33794/qjas.2021.130856.1006. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 licence (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)  

 
 

REFERENCE 

[1] Baruah, N.P. Sahu, A.K. Pal, K.K. Jain, D. Debnath, S.C. Mukherjee (2007) .Dietary microbial phytase and citric acid 

synergistically enhances nutrient digestibility and growth performance of Labeo rohita (Hamilton) juveniles at sub-optimal 

protein level Aquac. Res., 38, pp. 109–120. 

[2] Balios, J. (2003). Nutritional value of fish by-products, and their utilization as fish silage in the nutrition of poultry. In 

Proceedings of the 8th International Conference on Environmental Science and Technology (pp: 70-76). 

[3] Liem, D. T. (2004). E. coli resistant  to most antibiotics in Vietnam. Asian  Pork Magazine, 22-24.  

[4] Freitag, M. E. (2007). Organic acids and salts promote performance and health in animal husbandry. Acidifiers in Animal 

Nutrition, 31(2):131-139.  

[5] Shah, S. Z. H.; Afzal, M.; Khan, S. Y.; Hussain, S. M. and Habib, R. Z. (2015). Prospects of using citric acid as fish feed 

supplement. Int. J. Agric. Biol., 17:1-8. 

[6] Adams, D., and Boopathy, R. (2013). Use of formic acid to control vibriosis in shrimp aquaculture. Biologia, 68(6), 1017-

1021.  

[7] Elala, N. M. A., & Ragaa, N. M. (2015). Eubiotic effect of a dietary acidifier (potassium diformate) on the health status of 

cultured Oreochromis niloticus. Journal of Advanced Research, 6(4), 621-629.  

[8] Viola, S., Mokady, S., Rappaport, U and Arieli, Y. (1982): Partial and complete replacement of fishmeal by soybean meal 

in feeds for intensive culture of carp. Aquaculture 26:223-236. 

[9] FAO, Food Agriculture Organization (1981). Feed And Feeding Of fish and shrimp .ADCP/RER/87/26 Rome.1987 . 

[10] Talbot, C. (1985). Laboratory methods in fish feeding and nutritional studies In:Fish Eneregties, Tytler, P. and Calow, 

P. (eds) 125-155p. 

[11] Maynard, L. A. and Loosli, J. K. (2000). Animal nutrition. New York, NY: McGraw Hill Book Co., 613p. 

[12] Schmalhausen, I. I. (1926). The problem of death and immortality. Gosizdat,Moscow,  965p.  

[13] Brown, M. E. (1957). Experimental studies on growth. In Fish physiology, M. E. Brown (ed) New York, N. Y. Academic 

Press Vol, I: 361-400. 

[14] Utne, F. (1978). Standard methods and terminology in fin-fish nutrition from; proc. Warld Symp. on finfish nutrition 

and fish feed Technology, Hamburg,(2): 20-23. 

[15] SAS Institute. (2012). SAS/OR 9.3 User's Guide: Mathematical Programming Examples. SAS institute.   

[16] Duncan, D. B. (1955). Multiple range and multiple F tests. Biometrics, 11(1):1-42. 

[17] Lückstädt, C. (2008). Effect of dietary potassium diformate on the growth and digestibility of Atlantic salmon Salmo salar. 

In Proceedings of the 13th International Symposium on Fish Nutrition and Feeding, Florianopolis, Brazil (p. 279).  

[18] Mohammed, M. and Safao R. (2013). The effect of adding some probiotic bio-boosters in the attic on the performance of 

the common carp fish Cyprinus carpio L.  In glass diseases. Rafidain Agriculture J., Volume (1) Issue (2). 

[19] Lin, Y. H. and Cheng, M. Y. (2017). Effects of dietary organic acid supplementation on the growth, nutrient digestibility 

and intestinal histology of the giant grouper Epinephelus lanceolatus fed a diet with soybean meal. Aquaculture, 469:106-

111.  

[20] Al-Bassam, (2020). The manufacture of relational to common carp Cyprinus carpio L. from some of the protein residues 

treated enzymatically and in the face of growth and blood standards. Master's thesis, Faculty of Agriculture,Tikrit 

University: P.P. 168. 

[21] Agouz, H. M.; Soltan, M. A., and Meshrf, R. N. (2015). Effect of some organic acids and organic salt blends on growth 

performance and feed utilization of Nile tilapia,(Oreochromis niloticus). Egyptian J. Nutr and Feeds, 18(2): 443-450.  

[22] Reda, R. M.; Mahmoud, R.; Selim, K. M. and El-Araby, I. E. (2016). Effects of dietary acidifiers on growth, hematology, 

immune  response and disease resistance of Nile tilapia, Oreochromis niloticus. Fish and Shellfish Immunology, 50: 255-

262.  

[23] Abou‐El‐Atta, M. E.; Abdel‐Tawwab, M.; Abdel‐Razek, N. and Abdelhakim, T. M. (2019). Effects of dietary probiotic 

Lactobacillus plantarum and whey protein concentrate on the productive parameters, immunity response and susceptibility 

of Nile tilapia, Oreochromis niloticus L., to Aeromonas sobria infection. Aquaculture Nutrition, 25(6): 1367-1377. 


