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The use of [sl —‘am] in the Holy Quran — a compound semantic study
In light of Optimality Theory
Abstract

This study aims to look for the standards which regulate the use of [al —
‘am] whether appearing as a suffix or independent, to specify the standards, and
to differentiate the compounds which represent this semantic representation of [al
—‘am] as a related or separate.

The study has aimed to achieve the above by adopting two ways:

The first way is to describe linguists’ work on the linguistic compound process
which is measured to examine [l —*am] relying on various syntactic references.

The second way is to describe the actual existing use of [al —‘am] in the Holy
Quran and to examine it relying on controversial Quran use of [al —am] either
relied or separate.

The study also aims at describing various scholarly opinions on the
occurrence of [al —‘am] as some proof on what was written in the various
explanatory references in order to reach to a balance between the viewpoints.

The study has taken into account the Optimality Theory in the use of [al —
‘am] either related or separate in order to affirm the standards which previous
linguists have laid in regards to the use of [sl —am] and which scholars have
used in their interpretation of verses from the Holy Quran.

In addition to that, having restricted standardized use of [al —am] requires

the use of the best standards in providing a semantic interpretation.

Keywords: Related [s—am]- Separate [s—‘am]- Sentence Structure-
Interpretation- Optimality Theory.
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