Housing Contribution to Urban Regeneration - A case study of the Welsh Housing
Quality Standards (WHQS) and the Can Do Toolkit in UK Wales

Hussain Ali Kahachi?® Dr. Wijdan Dehaa Abdul Jalil
Kahhhtchi@gmail.com Wijdan wijdann@yahoo.com

University of Technology / Department of Architecture !
Iraq / Baghdad
(Received on 04/04/2017 & Accepted on 07/09/2017)

Abstract:

this research is looking at notion of urban regeneration and housing role on it. the research
is structured into two parts; the first part is concerned with defining urban regeneration, its
importance, and the and the different factors in academic literature. then it continues by dividing and
thoroughly analyzing/discussing the different housing contributions to urban regeneration both
directly and indirectly. it will provide critical review of these contributions against future needs and
changes. the second part will further evaluate all discussed in the first part in practice through a
casestudy of the welsh housing quality standards (whqgs) and "the can do toolkit 1 & 2" introduced by
the welsh housing committee in the united kingdom in 2003, 2006 and 2008 respectively. the research
will consider the links between the different contributions and possible effects it may have on the
region. finally, some key points will be presented in the conclusion to highlight the different housing
contributions to urban regeneration and their potential benefits and limitations.

keywords:urban; regeneration; housing; the can do toolkit; welsh housing quality standards
(whgs), urban regeneration; social housing.
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Tuble 1. Chamcteristios of Respondents™ With Children 1o the 2002 NSAR:

Total Housing Instability Pood Insceurity
N 12746 Now (F 18 No. (%3
Dependent Viriables
Heikh ¢ure acccss measures:
Nu usial soures of care [ARIA R R Y e ) 847 (d7.6)
Postponed needed medical ease in the past yeur 445 2045 245 (H2.2)
Pustponed needed medications in the pust voar 78 21061 20 (69.0)
Heikh cure utliziteen measres:
Did ot reecive recommended number 2476 753431.0) 12 143.9)
of well-child cure visits.§ 0 6857
Numbaer of cmergency department visits (pust vear
4 MRS5S 1226 {266) BT 3T
-2 207 1083 (35.5) 1285 {434)
=3 754 RELTE =R ITT45.9)
Hospatalizations (pest youry™ o 12 028 0546 243 (360) 296 (43.5)
Pringey [ndependent Vielables
Homsing instability 3 I3z NA 2497 (66.9)
Housing instzbility witlvat being doubled up Was NA 2213 (65.0)
Huousing instability with being doubled up Rl NA 284813
Foend insecurny 4lau 23497 (sT) NA
Mik-to-moderate fixid insceurity s 1235 (+2.0) NA
Severe foold insécurty 202 1259 (61.9) NA
Covariures
Agc. ¥
-2 370 677 (27.2) 809 (4.8}
5 =2 ToL 290 NKT (35.0)
h-10 519 XS (270 1250 (X7.1)
H=13 1914 63N 34T) NIT 459)
f4-17 2299 F0 00 76 (42.6)
Child’s ruce/cthaicity
Whitc non-Hispanic MIS6 1756 (27.5) 1VI2(32.2)
Black mom-Hisganae 53 BRY (41 | 147 (d6:.1)
Hispunic Ry W6 (29.7) 1534 (41.6)
Onhies <17 L CIRG) 152015.3)
Houschold income (% of FPL)=%
< S0% of FPL 1917 TIN (36.5) 862 (27.2)
M9 of FPL uns 1015 133.0) 1328 (45.2)
HXWE~ 1 495 of FPL W LIS 279 1434 (38 1)
1 50% 1 99 of FPL s WIN2nn 1125 (2%.2)
Child's insurunee ¢everags
Full yeur. priviite 03 TR 87T (24.5)
Full yeur. public 493 IBEN (A1) 2415 (463
Insurnoee oll yeur, private/public Wi G370 I (3%.6)
Purt year, uninsured 1595 (32 {40.4) T (48.1)
Full year, uninsured Hay 3124232 417 (359
Child’s current health status fuirfpoor 1048 XY 13400 SH7 (55.6)

“Houschold income < 20058 of the federal poverty level: NA indicates aot applicable.

YNSAF indicutes Notional Survey of Amencn’s Familics

FHousing istabality dcfined as ingbility to pay morgage, reet, or ctility bills sometione i the praoe year (a0 I832)
§Pereentages ure prescracd as row pereents. All pereentuges huve been weighted w be natioaudly reproseneative.

Food dnsccursy defined as having any 2ormore of the folkwing 4 indicatons i the prioe year: 1) worry that food woukd run oat before hayang moncy to
buy more, 2) food run out without neiey tobuy more. 3) meal sizes were cut or meals were skipped beciause there wis not eoough money for food. and 4)
meils were cut dewn ar skipped inout loust 3 of the pest 12 months (n 4749)

FRecommended number of well-child visits swus defined s | oe moee visits in the past year: Children aged <23 yeurs and hetween ages 6o 10 yeur were
excluded,

“SHaowpitalizations in the pust veur excluded children aged <1 year,

+2FPL imdicutes federal povernty lovel

and Food Insecurity With Health Care Access in Low-Income Children. Ambulatory Pediatrics, 8, 50-
57.
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Source: EVANS, G. W. December 2003. The Built Environment and Mental Health. Journal of Urban
Health: Bulletin of the New York Academy of Medicine, 80.
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The first English House Condition Survey Energy Report was carried out in 1991
(DoE 1996) and suggested four key reasons behind inadequate energy conservation
standard in the nation's housing: physical standards, energy consumption, thermal

conditions and energy action.

Table 2.3 Encrgy saving in the home

Area of home Heat loss (%) Solution Examples

Walls 35 insulate cavity wall insulation

Roof 25 insulate loft insulation

Floor 15 Insulate under-floor insulation
Window/docor 10 insulate double-glazing, draught excluders
Draughts 15 draught proofing  block unused chimney, draught

proof ill-fitting windows and doors

Source: based on NEA (undated), Newcastle

Physical standards

Energy rating is usually measured by the Standard Assessment Procedure (SAP).
It is based on heating facilities and thermal insulation. Energy efficiency and
household standards vary with tenure, dwelling type, region and location. Heat loss
through inadequate insulation is very high and most houses fall below current
requirements. Pensioners and lone households tend to have less energy-efficient

homes than families and young couples.

Energy consumption

Legal standards for heating are set out in the Housing Act 1985 (as amended)
fitness standard and are very low. The standard is normally interpreted as requiring a
fixed heater in the main living room and provision for heating (a socket) in each other
room capable of achieving specified temperatures in given times. Heating depends
largely on lifestyle and is often inadequate. Types of fuel used vary widely and
‘affordability’ is key. Fuel expenditure varies from 5 to 23 per cent net household
income; the average being 8 per cent.

Thermal conditions

Causal factors of poor thermal conditions include the heating regime and

‘affordability’. Only 25 per cent of homes meet minimum statutory standards for new
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homes. Damp and mould growth are frequently interrelated, particularly in the private
rented sector. The type of heating used tends to correlate with income.

Energy action

Change can be measured in percentage savings in the cost of heating. There has
been massive investment in recent years on energy-related work, but a general
increase in household appliances. Attitudes to insulation work vary; owner-occupiers
tend to do minimum work and tenants even less. Although there would be improved
potential, works would be expensive and lead to increased comfort rather than

energy savings.

The past 20 years have seen a massive increase in central heating, paralleled by
improvements in energy efficiency, so fuel consumption has remained relatively
static. There is still a need for greater ‘affordable warmth' policies for vulnerable
households and opportunities exist through various organisations to promote this.
Such organisations include the Home Energy Efficiency Scheme (HEES) and
electricity and gas suppliers, and the voluntary sector, Key findings of the EHCS
Energy Report (DoE 1996) were:

» Forty per cent of privately rented homes, 20 per cent of socially rented homes and
10 per cent of owner-occupied homes are grossly energy inefficient.

* One in five homes are incapable of being made energy efficient.

» Five per cent of homes overall are energy efficient (with SAP ratings of 60).

* Energy consumption has generally increased.

Table 2.4 Cold houses—reasons and remedial action

Reason  low fear of poor poor heating misuse of

income high bills thermal system heating
insulation controls

Action  financial advice on advice on advice on advice on
advice to budgeting, insulation improvements  using heat
maximise paying for and possible  or new system  controls
income, fuel and costs  granc for energy
including cfficiency
benefits

Source: based on NEA {undated), Newcastle
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